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13S9.  PM greets dignitaries against backdrop of 
iconic T.N. temple 

                                                   
                               

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday welcomed 
BRICS leaders against a backdrop featuring Tamil Nadu‟s iconic 
Ramanathaswamy temple, one of the Char Dham shrines where 

Lord Rama is believed to have performed puja after his victory over 
the demon king Ravana. 

                                                                 
                     BRICS                     ,            

               ए     औ                                              

                                          
 At Bharat Mandapam, where the 18th BRICS Summit is 

under way, the Prime Minister received the leaders of BRICS 
nations, including Russian President Vladimir Putin, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian. 

              ,      18    BRICS             च        ,             
BRICS                             ,                              

     , च                         औ                                 

          
 The leaders shook hands and posed for pictures against the backdrop featuring the iconic 

temple. 

                      औ                                                 च     
 Welcoming Mr. Xi, Mr. Modi also explained to him the significance of the temple. 

                       ए                                                    
 The Ramanathaswamy temple is 

the only one dedicated to Lord Shiva 
among the Char (four) Dham 
shrines. 

                   च                
                       ए           
    

Ramanathaswamy 

Temple, Rameswaram  

 Ramanathaswamy Temple is a 

celebrated Hindu temple located 

on Rameswaram Island in 

Ramanathapuram district, 

Tamil Nadu, near the Palk 

Strait and Gulf of Mannar.  

 The temple is dedicated to Lord 

Shiva and is especially 

significant because it connects 

Shaivism with the Ramayana tradition. 
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 Why is it associated with Lord Rama? 
 According to Hindu tradition, after defeating Ravana, the king of Lanka, Lord Rama 

worshipped Shiva at Rameswaram.  

 Ravana was a Brahmin as well as a devotee of Shiva; therefore, Rama is traditionally 

believed to have performed worship seeking atonement after killing him. 

 The temple's principal deity is worshipped as Ramanathaswamy, meaning broadly 

―Lord of Rama.‖ 

 Jyotirlinga + Char Dham — very important distinction 
 Rameswaram has two major religious associations: 

 Ramanathaswamy → one of the 12 Jyotirlingas of Lord Shiva. 

 A Jyotirlinga is a particularly sacred manifestation of Shiva, traditionally represented 

through a Shiva Linga. 

 Rameswaram → one of the four Char Dham pilgrimage sites traditionally 

associated with Adi Shankaracharya. 

 Remember the four: 

 Badrinath — Uttarakhand (North) 

Dwarka — Gujarat (West) 

Jagannath Puri — Odisha (East) 

Rameswaram — Tamil Nadu (South) 

 Thus, saying simply that the temple is a “Char Dham shrine” is shorthand; more 

precisely, Rameswaram is the southern Char Dham pilgrimage centre, with 

Ramanathaswamy Temple as its principal sacred temple. 

 Architecture 
 The temple is an outstanding example of Dravidian temple architecture, 

characterised by monumental gopurams, pillared corridors and large temple 

enclosures. It is particularly famous for its extraordinarily long pillared corridors. 
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13S9.  ‘Sacred’ demands 

‘    ’       

 The monument was closed following a protest against the management‟s move to replace all 
women staff with their male colleagues for the visit of a 100-strong delegation from the Hindu 
religious sect, Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS). 

                                                             (BAPS)    100        

                         ए                          च                                        
                    ए              इ                            

 The local trade union condemned “workplace instructions that led to female employees being 
sidelined, replaced and rendered invisible on the basis of gender”. 
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                     “                     ”            ,                     च         “        
                          ,                       औ                          ” 

 A union spokeswoman told the media that it was “a humiliating experience for the women, to 
be made invisible in a public space.” 

ए                                   “                                                    
  ए                   ” 

 BAPS is known for adopting strict gender segregation. 

BAPS                                  ए               
 Terming the incident “totally shocking and unacceptable”, Ariel Weil, the president of the 

company that runs the Eiffel Tower, announced an internal investigation to fix accountability 

and ensure it “never happens again”. 

ए              च                            ए            इ          “         च           
औ          ”         ए                  औ           च            ए           च             
   “                    ” 

 ‘Cultural relations’ 

‘               ’ 

 The visit from the BAPS delegation coincided with the inauguration of a massive 
Swaminarayan temple in Bussy-Saint-Georges, a Paris suburb. 

BAPS                              ए            -   -         ए                             
                   

 The event was attended by India‟s Ambassador to France, and the temple was virtually 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

इ                                               औ                                  च     

             
 In his video address, Mr. Modi termed the inauguration “a new milestone in the cultural 

relations between India and France”. 

                                           “     औ            च                     ए          

       ”        
 BAPS, which gets its name from Bochasan village in Gujarat, was formed as a distinct 

denomination within the Swaminarayan Sampradaya, or tradition, in 1905. 

BAPS,                       च                       ,        1905                          
               ए                                        

 The abundantly funded religious group, according to its website, has over 1,300 temples 
across the world and a presence in more than 50 countries. 

इ                      इ           ,                      इ                     1,300    
              औ  50                 इ                

 BAPS, however, is no stranger to controversy. 

       , BAPS                च           
 It hit global headlines in 2021 following a lawsuit filed in a federal court in New Jersey that 

accused it of exploiting Indian workers brought to the U.S. on religious-worker (R-1) visas. 

2021               ए                      ए                                        ,       
            -    (R-1)                   ए  ए                                         
        

 An R-1 visa is meant for volunteers or devotees engaged in religious work. 

R-1                                                      ए          
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 But the lawsuit claimed that BAPS made them do manual labour, including cutting, grinding, 
polishing, carving and installing stone, and other heavy construction work. 

                                 BAPS                    ,      ,           ,        औ  
                                                             ए  

 The litigants claimed that BAPS “intentionally recruited workers from the Scheduled Caste” 
and subjected them to “forced labour...” 

                       BAPS    “                                         ” औ       “      
  ”               

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13S9.  A unified Ireland would be ‘fantastic’, says U.S. President 

                      ,               ‘      ’      

 At a meeting with Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin in Dublin, Mr. Trump said he would 
love to see the reunification of the Republic of Ireland with the United Kingdom‟s Northern 
Ireland. 

                            Micheal Martin                   Trump                     

       औ      इ              Northern Ireland       ए                            
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Ireland 

 A unified or united Ireland means that Northern Ireland would cease to be part 

of the United Kingdom (UK) and join the Republic of Ireland, creating one 

political entity on the island of Ireland.  

 Northern Ireland’s constitutional status has historically generated deep conflict. 

Why are Ireland and Northern Ireland separate? 

 Ireland was historically under British rule. Following the Irish independence struggle, 

the island was partitioned in 1921.  

 Most of Ireland eventually became today’s independent Republic of Ireland, while 

six counties in the northeast remained within the United Kingdom as Northern 

Ireland. 

 Therefore, today:  

 Republic of Ireland → independent 

sovereign country; capital: Dublin 

 Northern Ireland → part of the 

United Kingdom ; capital: Belfast 

 The UK consists of England + 

Scotland + Wales + Northern 

Ireland. 

Why has Northern Ireland been 

controversial? 

 Historically, two broad political 

identities competed: 

 Nationalists/Republicans — 

traditionally largely Catholic; 

generally favour Northern Ireland 

joining the Republic of Ireland. 

 Unionists/Loyalists — traditionally 

largely Protestant; generally favour 

Northern Ireland remaining within the 

UK. 

 This division contributed to 

approximately three decades of violent conflict known as ―The Troubles‖ (late 

1960s–1998), involving republican and loyalist paramilitary organisations, British 

security forces and others. 

Good Friday Agreement — crucial for UPSC 

 The major breakthrough was the Good Friday (Belfast) Agreement of 1998, which 

established a framework for power-sharing and helped largely end the Troubles. 
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 A crucial principle is consent: Northern Ireland's constitutional position should not 

simply be changed by Britain, Ireland, the U.S., or another outside power. 

 Reunification can occur if people democratically support it under the framework 

established by the agreement. 

 The Republic of Ireland is an EU member, whereas Northern Ireland is 

constitutionally part of the UK, which left the EU through Brexit.  
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13S9. Why has the Census been deferred in Manipur? 

                               ई   ? 

 On August 31, the Centre deferred the Census operations in Manipur amid demands from 
several community-based and civil society organisations (CSOs) to first conduct the State‟s 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) exercise with 1951 as the base year. 

31        ,          -       औ                     (CSOs)    इ            च         

                        (NRC)               1951                     च          ए,        
                                       

 The Meitei Pangals (Muslims), largely inhabiting the valley, joined the NRC-before-Census 
bandwagon, as did the Nagas, who dominate at least five of the State‟s 10 hill districts. 

                                     (      )                   NRC                           
          ए,                         ए,               10                    -  -           
          

 This is because there remains a perception among some communities that the Kukis are not 
the “original” inhabitants. 

    इ   ए                           च                                   “   ”                 

Has the Census been deferred or withheld earlier? 

                                  ई   ? 

 Yes, at least thrice. 

   ,   -  -            
 The exercise was withheld or not conducted in 1981 for Assam, which was in the midst of a 

mass movement (1979-1985) against undocumented immigration. 

1981             ए                                              ,                   

                                ए            (1979-1985)      च     
 They claimed that the Inpuis, Kabuis, Liangmais, Maos, Marams, Meiteis, Poumais, 

Rongmeis, Tangkhuls, and Zemes were the original inhabitants. 

                    इ    ,      ,          ,    ,     ,      ,      ,       ,         औ       
               

 Assam compiled the NRC in 1951, although all States were mandated to do so. 

       1951    NRC           ,                                                     
 The fear of the indigenous people of being outnumbered by “illegal immigrants” during and 

after the 1971 Bangladesh War led to the Assam Agitation from 1979 to 1985. 

1971                            औ           “            ”                                     

                  1979    1985                            
 The exercise, supervised by the Supreme Court, began in 2014, and the complete draft was 

published on August 31, 2019. 

    च                                2014            औ             31     , 2019    
                 

 The Assam NRC process, however, remains incomplete because the Registrar General of 
India has not issued any notification declaring it as final. 

       ,     NRC                         ,                               इ               
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13S9 Why is NCPCR investigating Meta, Instagram? 

NCPCR Meta औ  Instagram                      ? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13S9. Why is NCPCR investigating Meta, Instagram? 

NCPCR Meta औ  Instagram                      ? 

 Following an investigation by British public broadcaster BBC, which found that Instagram was 
running paid advertisements promoting child sexual exploitation and abuse material 
(CSEAM) in India, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 

summoned Meta officials for a hearing on September 9. 

                     BBC    ए     च                   Instagram                      

औ                  (CSEAM)                                 च         ,                      

                  (NCPCR)    9                       ए Meta                           
 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has also summoned the 

company on the issue. 

           औ                         (MeitY)       इ                                 

What did the BBC investigation show? 

BBC                         ? 
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 In July, BBC created a test account and found that dozens of ads were promoting CSEAM on 

Instagram. 

         BBC    ए                   औ          Instagram                 CSEAM    
                 

What powers does NCPCR have to conduct an inquiry like this? 

                            NCPCR                      ? 

 Like the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), the NCPCR‟s founding law, the 
Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005, gives the body the powers of a civil 
court under the Criminal Procedure Code (replaced by the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita, 2023). 

                       (NHRC)       , NCPCR                                        

       , 2005        इ                                                                    

  ,                                , 2023                              
 As such, it has the statutory power to demand explanations on issues of child safety from 

private organisations and can demand reports from law enforcement. 

इ      , इ                                                                                

         औ                 ए                                  
 NCPCR‟s remit includes “matters relating to children in need of special care and protection, 

including children in distress, marginalised and disadvantaged children, children in conflict 
with law, juveniles, children without family, and children of prisoners, and recommend 
appropriate remedial measures,” and to “[i]nquire into complaints [relating to] non-
implementation of laws providing for protection and development of children,” the commission 
said. 

               NCPCR               “             औ                          च     
             ,                 च ,     ए    औ     च    च ,                                
  च ,      ,               च  औ              च          ,       च    च                
            ” औ  “[  च           औ                                                         
       ]               च     ”           
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13S9. When foreign universities come home 

                                        
 Bengaluru appears to be one of the key destinations for many of them, with two universities 

— one each from Australia and the United Kingdom — already opening their campuses and 
starting academic activities from 2026-27, while more are in the pipeline. 

                       ए                   ए              ,                     — ए  

            औ  ए      इ              —                        च       औ  2026-27           

                  च      ,                                        
 Driven by the National Education Policy (NEP-2020), foreign universities have taken steps 

to establish their offshore campuses with the permission of the University Grants 
Commission (UGC). 

                 (NEP-2020)                                                              

(UGC)                                               ए        ए     
 While one section feels that the arrival of foreign universities will bring in foreign research, 

increase new innovations, enhance tourism and foster intellectual growth, there are those 
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who argue that Indian students will be better off studying at the parent campus of foreign 
universities, interacting with foreign students and having multicultural exchanges. 

     ए                                                                     ए  ,  ए    च   
     ,                       औ                                ,                            

                       ए                                               ,                      
               औ                   -                             

How rules have changed 

                           

 Earlier, foreign universities were not allowed to operate directly in India. 

                                           च                       
 However, many higher educational institutions were operating in collaboration with foreign 

universities for research activities, cultural and student exchange and other programmes. 

       ,      च                               ,           ए                              
     ए                                                     

 But in recent years, countries such as the U.S. and Canada have tightened student visa rules, 
while Australia has increased student visa fees by a huge margin. 

                            औ                                                     ,      

                                                    
 The number of students going abroad has also fallen significantly owing to higher tuition fees, 

with the value of the rupee constantly falling against the U.S. dollar and education loans 
getting more expensive, among other reasons. 

                -      च          ,                                                       

औ                                                                                           

       
 At this juncture, NEP-2020, implemented by the Union government from 2022, allowed 

foreign universities to operate in the country. 

इ          ,                 2022               NEP-2020                                  
  च                  

 Since then, around 18 global ranking universities have been approved by the University 
Grants Commission (UGC) to open campuses in India. 

           18                                                             ए             

            (UGC)                        
 Seven of them are from Australia. 

इ                           
 Two foreign universities have already started operations in Bengaluru. 

                                                   च                    
 Australia‟s University of New South Wales (UNSW) and the U.K.-based University of 

Liverpool have established campuses at Manyata Business Park and the Alembic City 

complex in Bengaluru. 

            University of New South Wales (UNSW) औ  U.K.-     University of 

Liverpool              Manyata Business Park औ  Alembic City complex                   ए 

    
 Four other foreign institutions — Imperial College London, Lancaster University, La Trobe 

University and Flinders University — are planning to start operations in and around 

Bengaluru. 

च                     — Imperial College London, Lancaster University, La Trobe 
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University औ  Flinders University —        औ                    च                
                  

 To apply at these universities, English language proficiency is a must. 

इ                                  ए                                 

What it costs 

                   

 Though not comparable to what it costs to study abroad, degrees here too come with a heavy 
price tag. 

                                                       ,                                          
 Undergraduate (UG) courses at UNSW charge around ₹15 lakh for Indian residents per year 

and for Masters in Cyber Security, it is around ₹19 lakh for resident Indians and ₹22 lakh for 
Non Resident Indians. 

UNSW    Undergraduate (UG)                                     ए      ₹15         

       औ  Cyber Security    Masters      ए                         ए      ₹19         
Non-Resident Indians      ए ₹22         

 The annual fee structure at University of Liverpool ranges between ₹11.5 lakh for 
undergraduate programmes and ₹15 lakh for the postgraduate ones. 

University of Liverpool                   च   undergraduate programmes      ए ₹11.5        
     postgraduate programmes      ए ₹15            

 However, the universities offer scholarships for eligible students. 

       ,                                 ए                          

Bengaluru, favourite destination 

      ,               

 Many foreign universities are eager to set up their campuses in Bengaluru for many reasons, 
including the State government‟s policies that make processes simpler, technology 
availability, and access to qualified human resources. 

                                                                        इ       ,            

                                                        ,                      औ       

                   च  
 International universities also see India‟s demographic scale, demand for higher education, 

expanding middle class, rapidly growing innovation economy and increasing global 
importance.” 

                                                 ,   च             ,                    

   ,                 च             औ                                  ” 
 “Bengaluru is particularly attractive because it combines higher education, technology, 

entrepreneurship, multinational companies, start-ups, healthcare, research and a highly 
skilled workforce within one ecosystem. 

“                                       ए                               च     ,          , 
       ,                   ,      -  ,            ,          औ                           

    
 For a university, that is extremely important,” he said. 

                      ए                     ,”             
 “Students can potentially receive an international education and qualification without bearing 

the full financial and personal cost of studying overseas. 
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“                                     औ                     ए                      औ  
                        

 This emerging model is already visible in programmes offered in India in areas such as 
computer science, AI, data science, finance and business. 

                          Computer Science, AI, Data Science, Finance औ  Business      
              ए        programmes                             

 But the benefits should go beyond the degree. 

      इ                                     च   ए  
 A successful international campus should provide students with international curricula, global 

faculty engagement, industry exposure, research opportunities, and access to international 
networks,” he said. 

ए                                                         ,                     

        ,               ,                  औ                           च           
च   ए,”             

  “Australia is the first country to establish foreign branch campuses in India. 

“                                                                     

Little room for regulation 

                         

 However, there have also been some concerns over how the State government cannot 
regulate these entities, be it in terms of fees, reservation of seats for native students or 
Constitution-based reservations policies. 

       , इ                      च   ए                   इ                                  , 
च           ,                        ए                        -                      
             

 The Higher Education Department has clarified that foreign universities are autonomous 
institutions and have received permission directly from the UGC. 

  च                                                                  औ              UGC    
                   

 “We have provided the necessary infrastructure to operate in our State. 

“                    च         ए            च                  
 Otherwise, all administrative decisions, including fees, curriculum, examinations are up to the 

respective universities,” an official said. 

     ,     ,        औ                                                                
         ,” ए                  

 While the State government has withdrawn the NEP-2020 in higher education from 2025-26 
and implemented the recommendations of the State Education Policy (SEP) Commission, 

foreign universities lie outside its purview. 

                   2025-26      च         NEP-2020                    औ  State Education 

Policy (SEP) Commission                            ,                                     
                

 The State government has decided to provide space in the KWIN City to foreign universities. 

                                     KWIN City                                       
 To invite foreign universities to Karnataka, M.B. Patil, Minister for Large and Medium 

Industries, held a roadshow in the U.K. and held a series of strategic meetings, ahead of the 
Invest Karnataka-2025. 

                                               ए Large and Medium Industries         M.B. 
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Patil    Invest Karnataka-2025         U.K.    ए                    औ                   
ए             

 But there is still confusion over whether the students should be admitted to Indian campuses 
or sent to foreign campuses,” he said. 

             इ                                                                     च   ए    
                           च   ए,”             

 He emphasised that the quality of education and experience is key. 

                        औ                               
 Also, foreign universities starting campuses in India should not just give degrees to students, 

but should give them real experience of studying abroad. 

इ         ,                                                                                    
     च   ए,                                                             च   ए  

 If Indians are 5% of the students abroad, those from other countries form the 95%. 

                                                             5%   ,                        95% 

    
 Career counsellor Ameen e-Mudassar too believes that with foreign universities opening 

campuses in India, Indian students would miss out on the chance to immerse themselves in 
multiculturalism abroad. 

              Ameen e-Mudassar                                                        
                                                                                            
   च              

 “When students go abroad, they spend money there, eat their food, meet people from 
different countries and different cultures. 

“                        ,                  च         ,                      औ                  
                                      

 For example, Sundar Pichai, CEO of Google, Satya Nadella, CEO of Microsoft and other 
Indian origin CEOs went abroad, studied there and groomed themselves on the world stage. 

            ए, Google    CEO Sundar Pichai, Microsoft    CEO Satya Nadella औ             

       CEOs        ए,                 औ                   च      ए             
 Most universities depend on guest lectures for their academic activities. 

                                               ए                               
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13S9. BRICS nations fortify disease 
monitoring 

BRICS                                   

 BRICS leaders on Saturday called for stronger 
cooperation in disease surveillance and medical 
product regulation, welcoming the establishment of a 
dedicated sub-working group to advance an integrated 
early warning system for the prevention and response 

to mass infectious diseases. 

          BRICS                       औ          
                                                   
                                    औ                 
  ए                                                ए  

         -                                   
 They also called for strengthened collaboration 

among BRICS medical products regulatory 
authorities and welcomed efforts to develop a common 
GxP white paper consolidating regulatory best 

practices and technical approaches. 

       BRICS                                      च 

                                               

      औ                                      ए  

     GxP                                          

      
 The leaders recognised that infectious disease 

outbreaks, zoonotic threats, antimicrobial 
resistance and other public health emergencies 

transcend national borders and require stronger 
international cooperation. 

                                            ,              औ                            

                                                                 औ  इ      ए           
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13S9. The new lords of the Red Sea 

                    

 Within two months, the Houthis made dramatic territorial gains, seizing the entire Red Sea 
coastline of Yemen and taking the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, the narrow chokepoint connecting 
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, under their control. 

                ,                                      ,                                    
     औ                                                     -              ,    ए  

                    ,                            

A revivalist movement 

                       

 The roots of the Houthi movement can be traced to „Believing Youth‟, a Zaydi revivalist group 
founded in Northern Yemen in the early 1990s. 

                   „            ‟      ए                                   ,              
1990                                        

 Hussein al-Houthi and his father, Badr al-Din al-Houthi, influential Zaydi clerics in northern 
Yemen, became the movement‟s leading figures. 

        -     औ                 -      -    ,                                       , इ  

                        ए  
 Inspired by the Iranian revolution of 1979 and the rise of Hezbollah in southern Lebanon in 

the 1980s, Badr al-Din and his sons started building vast social and religious networks among 
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the Zaydi Shias of Yemen, who make up roughly one-third of the Sunni-majority country‟s 
population. 

1979    ई           औ  1980                                                         ,      -

    औ                                       च               औ                          

    ,         -                          ए -                
 Alarmed by the rise of an Iran-aligned Shia militia across its southern border, Saudi Arabia 

formed a coalition and declared war against the Houthis in 2015. 

                           -                               च         ,             ए  

             औ  2015                                      
 An intense bombing campaign followed, but the Saudi-led coalition failed to dislodge the 

rebels, who built a parallel state in northern Yemen. 

इ                            च        ,                                                    
        ,                     ए                                

 In 2022, amid a broader rapprochement between Iran and Saudi Arabia, the Houthis and 
Saudi-backed forces agreed to a ceasefire. 

2022         औ                च                 च,        औ                               

                  
 The Red Sea, which connects Asia and Europe through the Suez Canal in the north and Bab 

el-Mandeb in the south, typically carries roughly 12-15% of global trade. 

        ,                    औ                -                  ए     औ                 
  ,                                12-15%                 

 This means that Iran and Ansar Allah now have the ability to exert pressure on two of the 
world‟s critical maritime chokepoints. 

इ                   औ                                                                      

                  
GS Paper III: Economy 13 September 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

13S9 Why are bank employees striking despite the PLI pause? 

PLI                                                 ? 
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13S9.  Why are bank 
employees striking 

despite the PLI pause? 

PLI                      

                         
  ? 

 The story so far: The 
government recently announced 
that it was putting on hold the 
performance-linked incentive 
(PLI) system it had planned for 

public sector bank employees. 

              :                 
                               

          च           ए         

     -               (PLI) 

                            
 However, the 

employees still went ahead with 
their strike on September 11, 
saying not all of their grievances 
have been addressed. 

       ,    च                   ए 

11                           
                           
                         

What are their main 
grievances? 

                        ? 

  One of the main 
reasons the United Forum of 
Bank Unions (UFBU), the 

umbrella body of seven bank 
employee unions, called for a 
nationwide strike on September 
11 was to protest the PLI 
scheme announced by the 

Department of Financial 
Services in November 2024 and applicable for the financial year 2025-26. 

            च                                        ऑ              (UFBU)       11        
                                    ए                  2024                           
      PLI                       ,              2025-26      ए          

 This revised PLI scheme was applicable only to Scale IV officers and above, a major point 

of contention. 
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           PLI                 IV           औ       ऊ                          ,          

   ए                 
 It allows these senior officers to receive PLI of up to 365 days of basic pay based on 

individual performance. 

इ        इ                                                     365                     
      PLI                         

 This, according to the employee unions, was discriminatory in nature as it was a significant 
departure from the uniform 15 days basic pay plus dearness allowance formula 

applicable to the rest of the workforce. 

   च                     ,                          ,                 च              15         
                  ई                    ए             च       

 The revised PLI scheme was also a departure from the agreement between the unions and 
the Indian Banks’ Association in 2020 under which the PLI was to be linked to the overall 

performance of individual banks and would be uniform for employees and officers. 

        PLI       2020            औ             ’               च   ए                  

  ,           PLI                                           औ        च                    
     ए               

 The second demand by the bank employees was for a five-day work week. 

       च                        -                         
 The bank employees had in 2024 suggested increasing the work timings per day by 40 

minutes so that there would not be a reduction in the total hours worked per week. 

       च         2024                                           40                    ए,      

                 ए                                 
 This proposal has been pending with the government. 

                                
 The bank employees had some other residual demands, such as a uniform dearness 

allowance formula for all pensioners and an option for employees covered under the 
National Pension System (NPS) to switch to the Old Pension Scheme (OPS). 

       च                                   ,                          ए      ई                

                                 (NPS)                       च                           
(OPS)                        

 These, too, remain unresolved. 

                              

What has the government done to address the strike call? 

                                                    ? 

 A delegation of bank employees, led by the labour wing of the RSS, the Bharatiya Mazdoor 
Sangh, met Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and officials of the Department of Financial 

Services on September 8. 

       च         ए                ,              RSS                                  
    , 8                                   औ                                               

 Following the meeting, the Ministry of Finance announced that the PLI would be put on hold 
pending further discussion. 

                                                          PLI                    
 It added that the bank employees also raised the issues of a review of ex-gratia and 

providing medical facilities for retired employees, among other concerns related to 

employees. 
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                              च            च                      च                          

(ex-gratia)          औ                                                                   ए  

Why did this not work? 

                        ? 

 Following the meeting, UFBU took to social media to acknowledge that the meeting did take 
place and confirmed the agreement with the government to put the PLI scheme on hold. 

            UFBU                                                       औ  PLI          
           ए                ए                     

 However, it added that there was “no positive development” regarding its demand for a five-
day work week. 

       ,                 -                                           “                 ”      
     

 As a result, the strike call remained in effect. 

          ,                               
 In fact, the bank unions have threatened another three-day nationwide strike from 

September 28 to 30, coinciding with the half-yearly closing period. 

        ,                                                      28    30              -

                             च              
 They has also warned of a “continuous indefinite strike” from October 26 if their demands 

remain unaddressed. 

             च                                                          26           “       
                  ”      ए    

What has been the immediate impact of the strike? 

                              ? 

 The bank unions have timed their strike carefully. 

                                                                
 The strike on September 11 meant that branch banking services were disrupted for four days 

in many parts of the country. 

11                                                                 ए  च                       
 The strike fell on a Friday (September 11). 

             (11       )         
 Saturday (September 12) was the second Saturday of the month, which is a day off for banks. 

       (12       )                         ,              ए                       
 Sunday (September 13) is a weekly off. 

       (13       )                    
 Monday (September 14) is Ganesh Chaturthi, which is a holiday in several States across the 

country. 

       (14       )      च       ,                                        
 While the rise of app-based and Internet banking has led to falling footfall at bank branches, 

they remain the sole point of banking access for many senior citizens and customers in rural 
and semi-rural India. 

      ऐ -       औ                         च                                             

      ,              औ     -                              औ             ए         ए         

              च    ए                       
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 Several services, such as cheque and cash deposits, also still require customers to visit a 

bank branch. 

    औ                              ए                                                 
 Reports from across the country showed that most branches of public sector banks were 

either completely or partially closed on Saturday, with officers and employees taking part in 
the strike. 

                            च                                                    ए             
                           ,               औ     च                     ए  

 This meant that physical services such as cash deposits, withdrawals, cheque clearances, 
and administrative work ground to a halt. 

इ                     ,       ,                 औ                              ए       
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13S9.  Study finds far fewer genes truly linked to cerebral palsy 

                                                               ई  ई 
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 For families, gene sequencing offers the hope of ending a gruelling diagnostic odyssey. 

             ए,            (gene sequencing) ए       औ                            

                          
 Finding a definitive genetic root cause optimises patient management, reduces unnecessary 

testing, and gives parents concrete answers. 

ए      च                                           च  -                       ,         

                     औ      -                              
 But a new study in The American Journal of Human Genetics suggests simply finding a 

pathogenic gene variant in a child may not be enough. 

      The American Journal of Human Genetics           ए   ए              च       
               च                                                            

 “The medical community previously has not comprehensively examined the statistical 
evidence in favour of a cerebral palsy association for genes flagged in large genomics cohort 
studies,” Peter N. Robinson, a computational biologist at the Jackson Laboratory for Genomic 
Medicine, U.S., and the study's corresponding author, said. 

             Jackson Laboratory for Genomic Medicine                         औ  
                           ए .               , “ च                                         
           च                                                                              

      च            ” 
 “Our study showed that there is convincing evidence for only a subset.” 

“                   च                         ए                           ” 
 In resource-constrained healthcare systems like India‟s, acting on a false alarm from a 

standard genetic panel can divert precious medical resources away from treatments that 
actually work. 

                -                       ,                                              
                            च                  च                                        

 The researchers combed through 21 published genomic diagnostic studies involving 5,440 
individuals diagnosed with cerebral palsy. 

                                     ए  ए 5,440                    21                

                                
 Across these cohorts, the original authors had reported 515 candidate genes as the direct 

cause of patients‟ symptoms. 

इ                             515                                                        
 But when the team subjected this data to rigorous analyses, it could confirm a true statistical 

association for only 89 of the proposed genes. 

                इ                            ,                               89      ए 

                                         
 Sequencing the genomes of 460 patients across the Shriners Children's hospital network in 

the U.S., the team also identified disease-causing mutations in 60 genes across 15.8% of 
children. 

           Shriners Children's hospital network    460                                  ए, 

       15.8%   च     60                                            ए  
 Yet their stricter statistical paradigm whittled the list down to 16. 

      ,                                    इ    च                16          
 “What this paper is trying to suggest is some of the genetic variants may not be slam dunk,” 

said Kuntal Sen, a clinical geneticist and paediatric neurologist at Children's National 
Hospital, U.S. 

           Children's National Hospital                       औ                        



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
6 

                , “                                                                          

                     ” 
 “It might explain one problem, like intellectual disability, but it may not tie together everything.” 

“                          ए                            ,             च      ए      

              ” 
 One source of these false alarms is coincidence, e.g. because roughly 5% of the general 

population harbours a rare genetic disease, sequencing a child with cerebral palsy may also 
uncover unrelated mutations. 

इ                ए               ;             ए,                            5%         
                                    , इ   ए                     च                     

                                  
 A previous large-scale study had flagged the LIPH gene as a cause of cerebral palsy because 

an affected patient happened to carry it. 

ए                               LIPH                                       च                , 
      ए                                          

 But mutations in LIPH actually possess no known neurological link. 

      LIPH                                                         
 Conversely, across both historical literature and the newly sequenced cohort, CTNNB1 

mutations showed up more often than random chance would allow. 

इ          ,                 औ   ए                        CTNNB1                    
                                    ए  ए  

 „Cerebral palsy‟ is also a clinical catch-all rather than a single disease. 

‘            ’    ए               ए                         
 “For me, I think the term „cerebral palsy‟ does not always make sense from a purely scientific 

perspective,” Dr. Sen said. 

  .           , “       च     ,                                 ‘            ’                      
     ” 

 “The motor symptoms that the children have are more scientifically informative.” 

“  च       ए                                         च             ” 
 He noted the outdated label survives because it guarantees patients access to specialised 

insurance and physical therapy, at least in the west. 

                            इ   ए                    -  -      च                        
           औ                       च       च           

 But as an umbrella term for brain-derived muscle weakness, the diagnosis lumps a variety of 
conditions together. 

                                            ए ए                                     

                   ए                         
 While some stem from birth injuries, others are „mimics‟: rare metabolic or genetic disorders 

masquerading as a muscle weakness. 

                                 च                    ,          ‘      ’        :       च   च  

                 ,                                             
 This is why distinguishing a coincidence from a true biological driver carries large stakes. 

इ    ए       औ                          च                              
 If doctors accept an incidental mutation from a standard genetic panel as final, they may halt 

their workup prematurely, leaving a treatable „mimic‟ undiscovered. 

                                                                                  ,       
        च                         औ    च        ‘     ’             च        
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 But pinpointing the cause using strict statistical proof can ultimately open the door to highly 
targeted care. 

                                                     च                       च      
                  

 The researchers estimated that among 8.5% to 24% of individuals who receive a valid genetic 
diagnosis, the findings point to specific, available treatments. 

                                                               8.5%    24%            
              औ          च                         

 In India, where three in every 1,000 live births are affected by cerebral palsy, and genetic 
testing is a rapidly growing field, identifying only the true genetic mimics can allow local clinics 
to connect families to precise treatments faster. 

       ,            1,000                                                     औ           

                                  ,                                   च                  

                         च                                 
 (A severe mutation that breaks a specific protein and masquerades as cerebral palsy does so 

universally, regardless of ethnicity.) 

(ए                 ,                                        औ                              

       ,                    ए                            ) 
 While the Robinson et al. study has set a rigorous standard, the team also conceded its 

mathematical model may underestimate the true number of genes linked to the disorder: “… 
the lack of statistical significance does not imply the absence of an association,” Dr. Robinson 
said. 

      Robinson et al.          ए                          ,                             

                 इ                                                            : “... 
                                                        ,”   .                 

 Realising the full promise of this approach will require the medical community to move beyond 
sequencing DNA to using large, globally shared data sets of 
detailed patient profiles — which don‟t yet exist — to calculate 
the exact degree of risk a specific genetic variant carries. 

इ                                          ए  च                
DNA                                         इ          , 
                     ए                                      —   
                 —                                      

             ए                       

13S9.  Human drug use began millennia earlier 
than believed 

                                                   
             

 Researchers examined the teeth of two ancient hunter-
gatherers from Sulawesi, Indonesia, dating back as far as 
25,000 years, and found unusual, deep grooves in the teeth 
caused by sucking on betel nuts. 

             इ                                   च         -         
                     च   ,    25,000              , औ           

       ,         च     ,           च                      
 Chemical analyses confirmed the presence of arecoline, the main stimulant in betel nuts, 

suggesting these early foragers habitually kept whole nuts in their mouths for long periods. 
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                              (arecoline)                       ,                             
                   ,                                                                          

                         
 The finding pushes back the timeline of human drug use by thousands of years. 

                                            -                                   

 

13S9.  Even Teflon may not stop water if the 

liquid is charged 

                     Teflon                     
     

 As water drops slide over leaves, glass or plastic, they 
develop an electric charge. 

                      ,    च                               ,    
                                   

 When such charged drops land on a metal surface, 
even one with a protective coating like Teflon, the charge 
creates an electric field strong enough to punch microscopic 
holes through the coating, allowing the water to reach the metal 
below, leading to rust and decay. 

                                                ,            

Teflon                                 ,            इ    
                                                             
  ,              च                    च         औ              

              
 This new discovery shows a new way in which bridges, ships, cars, and heritage sites may 

degrade. 

              ए                   ,                   ,     ,      औ                    

            

13S9. Wakey, wakey 

    ,      

Why do we sometimes wake up a few minutes before 
our alarm rings? 

      -                                               ? 

 The human body has a built-in timekeeping system 
called the circadian rhythm. 

                          (circadian rhythm)      ए  

             -                       
 It is governed by a group of cells in the brain, centred on 

the suprachiasmatic nucleus, which uses signals such as 
daylight to keep the body‟s roughly 24-hour cycle aligned with 
the outside world. 

                         ए                            ,       
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                           (suprachiasmatic nucleus)    औ                                
                        24         च                                         

 When you wake up at the same time every day, your brain learns. 

             ए                    ,                                                   
 In the hours before your usual waking time, the body slowly prepares for wakefulness: e.g. 

levels of the stress hormone begin to rise and body temperature increases. 

                                                         -                      ए            
       ;             ए,                                औ                             

 Over time, these changes can help you wake naturally when you expect to. 

          ,                                                                          
 But this process is not precise. 

                               
 If you wake at 6:57 am when your alarm is set for 7 am, it could be your circadian system 

doing its job. 

                    7          ए             औ          6:57                ,            
                                                  

 But if you wake at 6:59 once, it could just be coincidence. 

             ए      6:59             ,                              
 We tend to remember the uncanny „successes‟, like waking seconds before the alarm, and 

forget the mornings when we woke at 5:43 for no apparent reason. 

                                                   „       ‟                औ              
                                         5:43          ए     

 The phenomenon is thus neither pure coincidence nor pure foresight. 

इ      ,                              औ                       
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13S9. Anthropic CEO urges AI companies to slow rate of model development 

Anthropic    CEO    AI                                                    

 Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei called on AI companies to slow the rate at which they advance 
model capabilities amid mounting fears of misuse of artificial intelligence, outlining a three-

step framework intended to pace development and create more time to manage its risks. 

Anthropic    CEO Dario Amodei                                                        च AI 

                                                                   औ                  
                 इ                         ए                                      -च     

                 
 “We must slow the pace at which we improve the capabilities of AI models. Progress will still 

seem fast, and we must make wise use of the time we gain,” Mr. Amodei wrote in a lengthy 
essay shared on X. 

“    AI                                              च   ए                            औ  
                                           च   ए,”    Amodei    X           ए  ए ए         

               
 Both Elon Musk, who runs xAI, and Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAI, said in posts on X that 

they agree with Mr. Amodei. 

xAI च          Elon Musk औ  OpenAI    CEO Sam Altman,         X                         
Amodei             

 The three-step plan calls for independent reviewers inside leading AI companies, 
coordination among frontier AI firms to set safety standards and limit unchecked AI 

development, and international cooperation to manage AI risks. 
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   -च                   AI                             ,                          औ  
         AI                          ए        AI              च           AI           
           ए                                        

 He made his essay public after San Francisco-based Anthropic released a threat 
intelligence report on Thursday detailing how several actors had used its Claude AI models 

for activities ranging from weapons development and cyber operations to surveillance and 
fraud. 

                                                        Anthropic              ए       
                     ,                                   Claude AI                           
      औ    इ                                                            ए          

Outpacing humans 

                     

 Mr. Amodei pointed to AI‟s growing ability to improve itself, highlighting long-held concerns 
about it outpacing human ability to control operation along with the recent incident involving 
OpenAI and Hugging Face as his primary reasons to put the brakes on model advances. 

   Amodei    AI                                                       ए, इ      च       
                                                                च          च          
OpenAI औ  Hugging Face                                                                   
                        

 Alarm about the potential harm from AI grew this week when Anthropic researcher Jacob 
Coxon resigned, stating that the “people building AI earnestly believe that it could kill us all by 

the end of the decade”. 

इ        AI                            च                Anthropic            Jacob 

Coxon    इ             ए        “AI                                                            

                      ” 
 A coordinated approach, Mr. Amodei added, would enable leading U.S. AI companies to carry 

out necessary safety research and safeguards without putting themselves at a competitive 
disadvantage. 

   Amodei               ए                              AI                    
                                                     औ                                  

   ए    
 He said that any slowdown by democratically governed countries should be limited to 

preserving the lead U.S. AI firms hold over China, arguing that a Chinese advantage in AI 
would pose U.S. national security risks. 

                                                                                          

        AI            च                    ए                    च   ए,       AI    च      
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13S9. Rapid Himalayan erosion triggers hidden source of CO2: study 

                             CO2                            :       

 On August 26, devastating flash floods swept across Nepal‟s mountains, killing over 1,300 
and laying waste to whole towns and villages. 

26                          ई                                     च              ,       
1,300                           औ                              ए  

 As a warming climate destabilises Himalayan glaciers, the glaciers themselves are influencing 
how much carbon dioxide (CO2) is released into the atmosphere, driving global warming. 

    -                                                        ,     -                        

                                               ऑ      (CO2)             ,                   

           
 The Indian plate continues to push into the Eurasian plate and the Himalayan mountains are 

getting eroded, exposing fresh silicate minerals. 

                           ई                        औ                                  , 
       ए                               

 These minerals react with CO2 in the atmosphere and later wash into the oceans, locking the 
carbon in sea floor sediments. 

                          CO2                        औ                           च     ,      
                                                     

 Scientists believe this silicate weathering has helped cool the earth over the last 50 million 

years. 

                        इ                        5                                             

       
 However, a study published recently in Chemical Geology by researchers from IISER Pune, 

the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, and IIT-Roorkee suggests the picture is not so 
simple — that, in fact, another mineral process may be more than offsetting the cooling effect.  

       , IISER     ,        इ                             औ  IIT-                            

      Chemical Geology           ए               च                इ                — 

        , ए                                                            
 The team studied the area around the headwaters of the Indus river. 

                                         इ                    
 Aside from silicates, the Himalayan mountains contain many other minerals, including pyrites, 

a.k.a. fool‟s gold. 
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                ,                                ए        ,              ,                   
           ,           

 When mountain slopes are eroded rapidly, the sulphides in pyrites are exposed to air and 
water for the first time in millions of years, kicking off an important chemical reaction. 

                                        ,      इ  इ                                            
औ                       ,       ए                                         

 First, the sulphides are oxidised to sulphuric acid. 

         ,                                              
 When it reacts with carbonate rocks, CO2 is released into the air. 

                                           ,    CO2                       
 By measuring the ratio of isotopes of sulphur and oxygen in the Indus river system, the team 

was able to say if the sulphates in the water came from dissolved gypsum or from pyrite 
oxidation. 

                      औ  ऑ                                     ,                         
                                    ए           ए         इ  इ                 

 Thus, in the upper Indus basin, it estimated the rate of CO2 oxidation to be three-times higher 
than CO2 uptake by silicate weathering. 

इ      ,                            CO2    ऑ                                   CO2    
                                    

 The team also found while the latter flood plains downstream were CO2 sinks, the steep 
mountainous regions were net CO2 sources. 

                            च                          CO2             ,                     

           CO2            
 This is partly because water moves more slowly in the floodplains. 

इ    ए                                                                     
 The study authors wrote that glaciers excel at crushing rocks and exposing the pyrites within, 

rendering erosion a double-edged sword: it provides the „raw materials‟ to remove CO2 in the 
mountains even as the intensity of that erosion facilitates the more aggressive reactions of 
sulphides. 

                                  च           च    औ                    इ  इ           
                          ,                                    :             CO2             
  ए „  च     ‟               ,                             इ                        
                     

 “Our findings demonstrate that glacier-fed river catchments are important geological sources 
of CO2, which may influence our long-term carbon cycle and contribute to climate warming 
over million-year timescales,” the team said in a release. 

       ए               , “                                      -                     CO2 

                            ,                          च                       औ              
   -                                        ” 

 


